








Bunco Laughter

My mother from all outward appearances was a
typical 40s and 50s mom. She always had a
hot meal ready to be put on the table when my
dad arrived home from the steel mill. She
washed one day, ironed the next, and then
cleaned the house. She made me eat my
vegetables, go to bed on time and got me ready
for school.

As a very young girl, young enough not to have
started school, | can remember special after-
noons once a month when she met with other
women. | remember card tables and the hu-
man legs under them. No proper woman wore
slacks in those days so most legs were re-
stricted by nylons. Bare legs weren’t allowed
either. Probably, most of mom’s friends, as my
mother did, wore a girdle. Her girdle was a
dark pink thing with long metal stays and cotton
laces. The girdle had garters to hold up stock-
ings.

Mostly these afternoons roared with laughter
and joy. For that brief time, the wives and

mothers forgot the problems they might be having
with husbands, children, illness or the lack of
money. The task at hand was to play Bunco.

Bunco is a dice game that is fully dependent on
luck. Yes, players will blow on the dice or give each
other curses to throw bad dice, but the participants
have no control. Some women do develop styles
that they think work, but the game is luck. Mostly
though, the game is loud. The combination of the
dice hitting the table and the players shrieking can
be painful to the eardrum.

Recently, | played Bunco. The hostess wanted to
connect with a tradition of the women in her family.
The game was extremely loud with silly laughter.
The noise created by dice and voices was as high
volume as | remembered my mother’'s games.

When | was listening to game instructions, | thought
this might be a good game for my grandchildren. By
the evening’s end, | realized the game was good for
me. Laughter connects us. The women that night
connected with one another. | also connected with
the little girl of long ago and the laughter of her
mother.
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Come Experience

““The Gift of the Moment”’

A women’s weekend retreat
September 7-9, 2007

(Flexible start and finish)

Our fast paced lifestyle can spiral into ever increasing demands that threaten
our relationships, our physical health and even our mental well-being.

Jan Herrick and Margie Gray will facilitate as we explore:
e being in the moment
¢ being present to each other
e simplifying our lives in a complicated world
e managing the potentially overwhelming stress of everyday life

We will experience charming “old Florida™ as we gather at the
Lakeside Inn in Mount Dora on beautiful Lake Dora.

The retreat begins Friday, September 7, at 7:30 PM
We will adjourn the morning of Sunday September 9

Per Person Cost
Retreat Fee: $160 (includes Saturday breakfast and lunch)
Checks can be made out to Stone Circle.

Rooms: $49.50 plus tax/night Double Occupancy or $99.00 plus tax/night Single Occupancy
For this room rate, reservations must be made with the Lakeside Inn by August 1, 2007

Saturday dinner is on your own. (Choose the Lakeside Inn or from many restaurants within walking distance.)

Approximate cost for double occupancy is $270.00
Approximate cost for single occupancy is $389.00
Call for more information on lower cost options or scholarship opportunities.

ACT NOW. SPACE IS LIMITED!

To reserve your place call:
Margie Gray — 352-552-2080
Jan Herrick — 407-247-5391

Or email us at:
margie @collectivecom.com



““The Gift of the Moment”’

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Attending:

[ ]Friday 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM
[ ]Saturday 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM
[____1Sunday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Retreat Fee
[____TPaid (Deposit) $50
[____1Paid (In Full) $160

Room Reservation:
(Made directly with the Lakeside Inn.)

[____IFriday
[ ISaturday

To reserve your place call:
Margie Gray — 352-552-2080
Jan Herrick - 407-247-5391
FAX your Registration to 352-589-9555
Or email us at: margie @collectivecom.com
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